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Promoting ALL

to Higher

Standards

of Excellence

The District would like to  acknowledge our 
partnership with the Panasonic Foundation and 
thank them for their generous support to our school 
district. The partnership as a whole is centered 
on “breaking the links” between race, poverty and 
educational outcomes for students by focusing on 
the district’s efforts to realize and bring to fruition its 
long-range and strategic plan, which is named “PATHS of 
Excellence - Promoting All to Higher Standards.”

The NASD, in partnership with the Panasonic 
Foundation, has created a framework for systemic school 
reform. The framework, PATHS of Excellence, consists 
of 10 indicators of progress. These indicators serve 
as checkpoints toward attaining our goal “ all students 
achieving high academic standards regardless of race, 
ethnicity or socio-economic status.” The district-wide 
goal is to make significant changes in our planning and 
teaching to ensure that all students, at every grade level 
from kindergarten to high school seniors, learn to think 
deeply and profoundly, learn to accurately and effectively 
weigh words and articulate ideas, and learn the skills and 
strategies needed to live and work in the 21st century. 
Each PATH illustrates our belief that improving the 
achievement of each and every student requires action 
informed by research.

The PATHS of Excellence

The Panasonic Foundation
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In the Norristown Area School District  College begins with K!

80% of graduating seniors will apply and 
be accepted to at least one post-secondary  
educational institution.  This PATH is the 

culminating evidence that the Norristown Area School 
District promotes all students to higher standards of 
excellence and ensures that our students will indeed 
become articulate, thoughtful, productive citizens.	
	

Ten targets, along with a strategic plan for professional 
development have been established to ensure that 
students successfully reach their PATHS of Excellence 
by June 2014:

90% of Kindergarten students will read and 
understand text at Level D or higher.  
This PATH will ensure that students enter first 
grade with the prerequisite skills needed to 

successfully learn to read at proficient and advanced levels 
and to continue to improve and deepen their reading ability 
throughout their school career.  

1.

90% of students completing 2nd grade will 
be reading on or above grade level.  
By the end of Grade 2, students must be able to 
use multiple word solving strategies to read a 

variety of texts including informational books, and 
chapter books with sophisticated plots and characters. This 
PATH ensures that students have learned to read and are 
now ready to use reading to learn about their world.  	

2.

At the end of 4th grade, 90% of students 
will be able to demonstrate advanced 
performance on the 4th grade mathematics 
assessment.  

This PATH will ensure that all students entering middle school 
will have the prerequisite skills to successfully navigate higher 
mathematics, particularly that content which is necessary 
to form a strong foundation in algebraic concepts leading to 
Algebra 1 in grade 8.  

3.

90% of students completing 5th grade will 
read grade level material with accuracy and 
comprehension. 

By the end of Grade 5, students must understand and 
effectively use the reading comprehension skills that will serve 
them for a lifetime. This PATH ensures that all students are 
prepared to challenge the complexity of literacy learning in 
the middle grades. This PATH also ensures that students are 
prepared to live in a highly complex world that requires 
citizens to understand and use print, verbal, visual, and 
multi-media texts effectively.  
	

4.

80% of students completing 8th grade will 
have successfully completed Algebra I.  	
Algebra 1 is a gatekeeper subject that opens the way 
to higher mathematics in high school and college. 

Students who have a thorough understanding of algebraic 
concepts can successfully accomplish extensive explorations 
in advanced mathematics. 

5.

100% of students will meet proficiency on 
Pennsylvania State standardized 
assessments as defined by No Child Left 
Behind.  

The major focus of No Child Left Behind, 2001, (also known 
as ESEA) is to provide all children with a fair, equal, and 
significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education. It 
places new pressure on states and districts to improve stu-
dent achievement and close academic gaps among students 
of different racial, ethnic and economic backgrounds. 
 

6.

10th and 11th grade students will take the 
PSAT.  
The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)  
provides feedback to students about their strengths 	

	  and weaknesses on skills necessary for college 

7.

study.  This PATH allows the district to use the PSAT informa-
tion to evaluate its own progress in promoting all students to 
higher standards of excellence and indicates where we are 
successful and where we must make corrections and 
changes.

80% of Seniors will take the SAT and 80% of 
those will exceed the national average score.  
The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) measures critical 
thinking skills that are needed for academic success 

in college. Students who score well demonstrate that their 
school career has prepared them with the knowledge and 
abilities necessary to confidently attend college, live, and/or 
work in the 21st Century.  

8.

60% of Seniors will successfully complete 
a college level course before graduation.           
Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses 
allow students to broaden their intellectual horizons 

by exploring the world from a variety of perspectives, 
studying subjects in greater depth and detail, and assuming 
the responsibility of reasoning,  analyzing, and understanding 
rigorous content. The college level courses allow students 
to earn credit or advanced standing at many colleges. This 
PATH is indicative of the district’s goal of ensuring excellence 
for all students.  
	

9.

10.


